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coquetted and gently led them on the highest pitch of desire only
to turn upon them suddenly with cold arrogance and refuse them
all favours.   Precisely with persons who are well aware of their
own worth but who are at the same time extraordinarily suscept-
ible, action of this sort is often more effective than compliance.
The more Lola Montez saw that this treatment increased her
power, the more she adhered to it, and this may have been so in
the case of the King, for the outward appearance of this ageing
man would have made the matter easy.   Lola Montez realized
only too well the opposition that her conduct was arousing every-
where else.   This accounted for her continual efforts to chain as
many persons as possible to her triumphal chariot, amongst them
a certain Freiherr von Maltzahn, whom she wished to bring from
Paris to Munich.    She had met him in Baden-Baden and had
captured him en passant-.  Maltzahn had been an officer and Lola
Montez induced the King to appoint him his aide-de-camp.
The role he was to play was quite evident; he was to support his
former acquaintance.   This pleasant and elegant cavalier, simul-
taneously with the urgent letters from Lola Montez and the King
inviting him to come to Munich, received news from all sides
concerning the lady's conduct.  He had, in addition, heard much
concerning her past life of which, during their fleeting acquaint-
ance, he had had no idea. His eyes were suddenly opened regarding
the part he was expected to play.   When, after the King's fifth
letter, Maltzahn realized that he could not avoid coming to clear
up the matter, he made his decision.   He had no intention of
playing an impossible part; he was received in audience and, con-
trary to Lola Montez's expectations, he entreated Ludwig I,
although without reference to the lady's former life, not to forfeit
the love of his people for her sake. The result was that his appoint-
ment was cancelled and he left Munich in disfavour.

The news of this interview spread like wildfire throughout the
town. The story was embellished, according to Tann's report,1
by the statement that the Freiherr had given the King document-
ary evidence that three hundred francs was the former price for
the favour of the Montez. 'Von Maltzahn spoke no word against
Lolita's conduct in the said interview/ replied the King in-
dignantly. 'She is terribly maligned. The more hostile their
conduct towards her, the more firmly they chain me to her.'2

1 Tann to Ludwig I, Tann, 5th February, 1847.   Munich H.A.

a Ludwig I to Tann, Munich, 11th February, 1847. Archives of the Tann family.